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There ane no safety bars on the dhairlifts and no windows in
the dorm - bt Alta does hawve the ‘Greatest Show on Earth’

If God had been a skier, then on the eighth day he might have
created the Wasatch Range. Both He and it loom large in Salt
Lake City, home to the Mormon Church and what Utah's state
slogan calls the “Greatest Snow on Earth’”. Pacific storms that
dry Nevada. have only one aption when they swirl to a halt
over this natural snow machine - to dump epic quantities of
the kind of feather-light powder off-piste skiers dream about.
And if there's a place that can claim the greatest snow in
Utah, it is the tiny town at the head of Little Cottonwood
Canyon, where those storms disgorge the last of their frozen
loads. Alta, which lies 25 miles outside Salt Lake, received
700 inches of snow last winter - enough, if it feli all at once,

to bury a stack of four double-decker buses. Resorts in the
Alps would be happy with half that amount.

In its first incarnation, Alta was a magnet for 19th-century
miners seeking sitver and respite from Mormon austerity.
Reached, as it still is, via the cliffs they call Hellgate, the town
was a den of booze. brothels and Wild West shoot-outs.

By the 1930s, prospectors and pick-axemen had given way
to skiers in pursuit of more bewitching gems - stashes of
powder so deep that locals speak of needing snorkels to ski.

Seven of us make the journey to this oasis of steeps and
deeps. | join my brother, Patrick, and a crew of American
college buddies headed by Abe, a former Alta resident as
adept with his supply of rolling papers as his fat powder skis.

The draw of the snow and some of the most challenging
terrain in the US ought to have made Alta one of the world's
best-known resorts, but locals’ resistance to developers means
time ticks more slowly here. A mile from the mega-hotels of
neighbouring Snowbird, Alta, which forbids snowboarding,
attracts pilgrims happy to eschew the fripperies of modern
skiing, boasting little more than a few chairlifts (no safety
bars), a car park and a handful of lodges. None channels the

retra ethos better than the Snowpine, which steps down info
the valley from its shed-like entrance in anavalanche of stone,
timber and moth-eaten fixtures. Service comes with a smite -
and homefries, the potato accompaniment to every breakfast.
My advice: bring slippers and something for heartburn.

With as many as 12 men airing their socks and breakfasts
in our windowless dorm, things get pretty fragrant. But, cheap
beer notwithstanding. Alta is deathly quiet at night. Aprés ski
starts in the Snowpine's outdoor hot-tub. Dinner (set menu,
shared tables) comes with the 6.30pm bell. Nobody is awake
after 10pm; guests come to ski and to ski hard.

‘ALTA RECEIVED
700 INCHES OF
SNOW LAST WINTER
— ENOUGH TO BURY
FOUR BUSES’

Sod's faw means that when we make the journey to Alta,
London receives more snow than the Wasatch. We get the
odd half-foot dump - fun, but not enough for the waist-deep.
face-shot skiing the place is renowned for. But after a few
days exploring the area around the resort, we rent touring
skis and skins, allowing us to hike through deep snow and up
steep inclines. Liberated from the lift system, Abe leads us up
the valley behind the Snowpine to Emma Ridge. "Dude.” he
offers as we scan the steep, north-facing pitch on the other

side. “That is sick”. Abe is right - one by one we drop, whooping | T
as our wide skis scythe through the pristine powder. It's worth Sl =

the climb and we skin up and ski down, skipping funch until our
legs beg for mercy. Over beers and fist-bumps in the hot-tub,
we celebrate a great day in Utah {or “YOU-taw!”, as it dernands
to be pronounced). To get those fabled Alta face-shots,

1 guess we'll just have to come back. Darn. Simon Usborme

For more information: alta.com. Beds at the Snowpine
{thesnowpine.com) start at £50 per person per night,
including breakfast and dinner. The author used skis
supplied by Storm (stormskis.com)




LHTAH

" Extreme skiing: No safety bars on
the chairlifts and no windows in the
dorm - but Alta does have the
'Greatest Snow on Earth'

It Gad had basn 2 skisr. than on ths sighth day ha might have craated the Wasaich
Rangs. Both Ha and it leom largs in 3alt Lake City, homs e tha Marmon Church and
whiat Utah's stats slogan calls the "Graatsst Show on Sarth”. Pacific storms that suck
mgistuns from ths lake, having whippad sast acrass bona-dry Maviada, haves only ona
apion when thay switl to 2 halt ovar this natural snow machine - to dump spic
quantitias of the Kind of tagthar-light powdar off-pists skisrs drsam about.

And if thars's 2 placs that can claim the graatast show in Utah, itis ths finy town &t
the haad of Litdks Cottonwinad Canyon. whars thoss storms disgongs ths last of thair
frazan loads. Alta, which lies 23 milss outsids 3alt Laks, raceivad 700 inchas of snow
last wintar - anough, I it 22l all 4t ones, to bury a stack of four double-dackar busss.
Rasorts in 2 Alps would ba happy with half that amaunt.

In s first incamation. Alta was 2 magnat for 13th-cantury minars saeking silvar and
raspits from Mormon austsrity. Reached, as it sill is, via the diits they call Hallgats,
tha tywn wias 3 d2n of boozs, biothals and Wild Wast shoot-outs. By the 1330s,
prospaciors and pick-axamsan had given way to skiars in pursuit of mors bavwitching
gans - stashas of powdar so deap that locals spask of nsading snorksls & ski,

Savan of us maks tha journay 1o this oasis of stsaps and dasps. | jein my brothsr,
Patrick. and @ crew of Amanican collsgs buddias haadad by Abs, a formar Altg
ragidant as adapt with his supply of rolling papars as his fat powdsr skis.

Thes draw of tha stow and soma of the most challsnging tamain in the US ought to
havae mada Alka ons of the world's bast-knawn rasorts, but locals’ rasistanes to
davglopsis mEans ms ficks mora slowly hara, A mils from the maga-hotals of
naighbouring Sinawhbind, Alta, which forbids showboarding. attracts pilgrims happy te
aachaw tha Fipperias of modarn skiing, boasting litdls mors than a faw chairlifis (ne
safaty bars). 2 ¢ park and a handful of lodgas. None channals ths ratre sthos battar
than the Saowpii. which steps down into the vallsy from its sheddiks snirancs inan
avalanchs of stona, imbar and moth-saten faurss. Semics comss with a smils - and
homstrias, ths potate accompanimant to svary braakitast My advios: bring slippsrs
and somathing for haartbum,

Wit as many as 12 man alring thair socks and braakiasts in our windowless dorm.

things gat praity fragrant, Suk, chaap basr notwithstanding, Alta is deathly quist =t
night. Apras ski starts in the Snowping's outdoor hottub. Dinner (w3t meny, sharsd

tablas) corras with ths 6.30pm ball. Mobody s awake after 10pm: guasts coma o ski
and o ski hard.

Sod's law maans that whan wa maks ts jourmay o Alka, London isesivas mons shaw
than tha Wasatch. \Wa gat the odd halt-haat dump - fun, but hot shough for ths
walst-daap. faos-shot skiing the placs is ranownad for, But aftsr a few days sxploring
tha arsa around tha rasort. wa rant touring skis and skins, allewing us o hiks hrough
dash show and up staep inclines, Libaratad from tha lif systam. Abs kxads us up tha
wallay lyshind the Snavaqins te Ermma Ridgs. Duda.” he offars as ws svan ths sisep.
marthfacing pitch on the other side. "That s sick™. Al is right - ohva by oivs wa drop.
whaoping as our wids skis scythe throudh ths pristing powdar, I('s worth ths dind
and wi skin up and ski down, skipping lunch untl our kags bag for marcy. Quar baars
and fst-humps in the hot-wb, we calshrate a great day in Ukah (or "YOU tawl™ as it
darands to bz pronouncad). To gat thoss fabled Al Tacashots. | gusss wa'll just
hava to coms back, Dam.

For monz information: alta.com. Sads at the Snoapine (heshowpina.com) stat at
£330 par parson par night, including braakiast and dinnar. Tha guthor ussd skis
suppliad by Storm

{stormskis com)

higpirss. baadsportal. conye/ 266/13352/5/3cc203410LASIndspend s O0Craw2i0Ce
wlEand0SadvicaCaxtema0Eskiing0EnelEsatsty0EbarsOEonlEthDEchaififts0Zand0Eny
windovsOSinDEthalZdormiEndashdEbunEattaltdossiShavalShal Sqneats sl Eshyw0Eon
hOZE13740A
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